Propoſutons for Gaining and Encouraging Sea-men in his 


FMATJESTY'S Service. 


I. That an Account of all Shiping in imploy be given in by a day ſet. 4 penalty 
0» Commanders imploying unregiſter'd Veſſels. The penalties to be divided 

 Berweentingluformere, "ara ro reuſe s Seamen; the recovery there- 
of ro be pro ided for by the ſpeedieſt Methods. 

I. That el! Sqgamen between . 6 and 60 Tears of age offer themſelves to be Re- 
gifter'd ; yearly, if required by Proclamatiow, To encourage Regiſtring that 


Licenſed in Merchants Ships. And this w 
Merchants Ships. ? 
NI. "7 hat Bounty Money be given to all that come into his Majeſty's Service, by 

the times ſet, | "2 
IV. That Licenſes be given each Tear to as many as can be ſpared from his Ma- 

jefty's Service, which bave been longeſt in it, to go into Merchants Ships. 

V. That their Wages be ſtated and clear'd to them when diſcharged or turn'd 
© -over 10 another Ship. 


VL That a Moiety of their Wages be paid to their Wives,or other Aſſigns, eve- 
ry fix Months, during their foreign Voyages. 
VII. -That all Veſſels ſailing with Gicenſed Mem, and Regifter'd, ſhall not be li- 
. able to any interuption.or ſtop in their Voyages.” jy 


all the. Regiſter d be allow'd Smart Money Y Penfions, tho'-wounded, when. 
f 


alſo cauſe a good defence of 


. ._... A. Ppnally-anany Matter entertaihing an drenſed Sea-man: an Officer to - 


go on Board all Veſſels coming in and going out of Port, and examine their 
Licenſes ; the Maſter refuſing it, to be liable to a Penalty : The Mafter ob- 
lig'd to have a Liſt of his Ship's Coxppany always fixed up in ſome publick 
place of the Veſſel. Ss 

Ships coming home from foreign Voyages not to be liable to the Penalties,till 
20 days after they arrive in the Port they are bound to. 

VIE. 4 Penalty on ſach as fhall Conceal, or knowingly entertain unlicenſed 

Seamen. | | 

A Reward to be given to ſuch as ſhall diſcover an unlicenſed Sea-man ; to be 
paid ro the diſcoverer by the Colleftor of the next S2a-Port, and ſent by the 
Officer who Conveys ſuch Sea-man, with allowance for his Journey. 

IX. Thar, for ſncreaſe of Sea-men, Licenſes be given to any Land-men to' ſerve 
in Merchant s Ships for two Tears ; who ſhall afterwards be oblig d to come in 
to his Majeſties Service. 

Land-men to bring Vouchers for their being ſuch. 4 Penalty on vouching 
falſely ; on coanrerfeiring Licenſes, or perſotating another. 
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X. Certificates to be given to Maſters" of «ll Veſſels above 50 Tuns. -- C-_-> 


Xl. Certificates to be given to ayed Sea-men. 


"FT "He ground 15 a Repiſter with a Dicipline annexed, interwoven with En- 

courapgements3 'by which all advantages to be madein rhe Sea Service, 

either in-rthe King s'or Merchants Ships, will fall to therti who ſhall be the-for- 
wardeſt in complying with their Duty, 

_ The Regilter of Satters (tho' all are commanded to ir, and will find them- 

felve; obliged by thetr Intereſt to come into tt) is fo far voluntary, that no 

A Man 
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(2) 
Man that ſands out will be under the Penalty of one peny, or the leaſt corpo- 
ral Puniſhment, or any new Obligation, bur being denied the advantages 
propoſed to thoſe who ſhall aQtually do what he retuſes with the Conditon 
of them | 

The Penalties on Maſters of Veſſels, and ſome others, tho' ſometimes ne- 
ceſſary, will be liable ro no exception, when it ſhall be conſider'd, that no 
one can be here incurr'd but by obſtinacy and williulneſs; and that when they 
ſhall be acquainted with the whole Courſe, the obſervance will appear ſo plain- 
ly their advantage, that all temptation to the breach thereof will ceaſe; for 
that they will thereby have. more Men, at all times, agd pn much eafier 
terms then at preſent they have. | 

The Officers for this Service need not be formidable as to their number or 
charge ; one Regiſter and a Clerk will be ſufficient in any out-Port to receive 
ſuch as offer themſelves or Veſſels to be Regiſtr'd, and to make their returns 
to the head Regiſter in the Port of Zoxdon; and to give out the Certificates 
and Licenſes: And the going on Board and examination of Licenles may be 
performed by the Cuſtom-houſe Officers uſed to ſuch ſort of ſervices, with 
fome ſmall addition for this. 

The Regiſtring of all Shiping in imploy will be a uſeful meaſure whereby 
to know whether the Sailers as to their number, have complyed in Regiſtring 
themſelves ; and for aſcertaining the Maſters : A pretence under which it is 
judged rhat three times the real number ſhelter themſelves from the King's 
Service, 

The Regiſtring or ſurvey of. Sea-men yearly, will give a certainty of what 
number may be.depended on for the Service of the following Year for the 
King, and what may be Licenſed for the Merchants. 

The giving Licenſes to ſerye the Merchants, to ſuch as have ſerved the 
King, is the greateſt Encouragement that can be given to Sea-inen j it being 
the expectation of thoſe extraordinary Gains that makes all the hiding and 
ſculking ; and 'tis therefore but juſt that. they who have readily complyed with 
their Duty ſhould have them ; and not they, who by their refraQtories are 
the cauſe of all the difficulties the Service now labours under. . 

If the Reward to the diſcoverers of abſconding Men be made equal to the 
Bounty Money, 'twill ſoon appear tothem more their Intereſt to take it them- 
ſelves for coming into the King's ſervice, then tolet another have it for bring- 
ing them in, | 

\. The making the Merchants Ships the Nurſery of Sea-men, as 'tis the natu- 
ral way, any þ. I by. which all ours have been bred, fo 'tis ſtill to be purſued: 
"Tis to be ſcen how uſeleſs raw Men are in the King's Ships : That Men accu- 
ſtomed to 'eaſter, living on Shore, cannot bear the hardſhips of a Sea-faring 
life, that therefore the giving them ſo long time in Merchans Ships will har- 
den them by degrees, and make them ſerviceable. -- » 

The ways in preſent uſe. for imploying Sea-men either in the Kings or Mer- 
chants ſervice, appear to be nothing but a confuſed ſcramble for Men ; as if a 
thing taken up on ſome ſudden occaſion, when there was not time to uſe Or- 
der, or fall into Diſcipline. 

'Tis the duty. .of all Sailers to ſerve the Nation in War ; and for their readi- 
er complyance, therewith, ſeveral advantages have been given them : The tra- 
ding Vellels to get, Men for their uſe, outvie the King's advantages by giving 
greater Wages : For the gain of theſe, the Men hide till. they think the dan- 
ger of a Preſs over; being'then ſure of Imployment, and double gains for their 
whole time : By which means the greateradvanrages come to them who avoid 
the duty. 

It 
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If it be thought expedient for the King's ſervice to give yet greater Encoti- 
ragements, the Merchant is ſtill ready to bid againſt them: So that thegrea- 
ter the Advantages are that are given to the deferving on the King,s part, it doe 
but advancethem higher to ſuch as reſerve themſelves for the Merchants. 

The husbandry of ſuch condu to the publick, which pays on both ſides, 
I ſhall not inſiſt on, but ſhall farther ſhow, that this will be rhe conſequence; 
For tho* it were urged that it muſt come toan end, tor that ſuch charge could 
not be born by ſome parts of Trade, yet when Trade is reduc'd ro conlilt in 
almoſt nothing but what is of abſolute neceſſity to us (how tar 'tis come to- 
wards that I do not determine) the price muſt be paid let it be almoſt what ir 
will : This is viſible in the Trade tro Newca/tle, upon which the Wages are 
whatever they pleafe to demand : But Penalties would be too great an advance 
ſor them at once to get over, being always liable and made the Interc{t of the 
Officers and others alſo to look after. 

How far ſuch offer of Advantages will prevail may appear by a late Expe- 
riment ; when for ſix weeks together there was offter'd three Months pay as a 
Bounty, (and what Advantages,can be given greater then ready Money) yet 
with fuch ſucceſs to the Fleet tting out, as ſhows how little ſuch ways 
alone are to be depended on. 

The miſchievous Effet of this growing daily more dangerous to the Na- 
tion, ſeveral expedients have been offer'd for redreſs ; in which a Regiſter is 
hid down as a foundation by moſt, tho' with ſome difference in the praQtice 
of it. 

'Tis the opinion of ſome, that a voluntary Regiſter ſhould be eſtabliſhed, 
for a ſet number of Men, who, 'tis expe&ed :hould enter themſelves into it, 
being prevail'd on by the Advantages and Privileges given thereby ; and 
that all others be incapable of thoſe Advantages, and left at their liberty to 
take their chance, of bcing preſs'd ; or eſcaping it, and making their beſt 
Marker on the Merchants. | 

Voluntarineſs and Liberty indeed found well, but -let it be conſider'd 
how far they are ſo in this Caſe, and what effect they may probably have to- 
wards a Redreſs. If theſe Privileges be things at a diſtance, as the being 
excuſed from Pariſh-Dutys of Conſtable, &'c. they uſually weigh not much, 
and are things fuch Men think themſelves little concernd in ; but a true 


teſt will be, what will they be worth in Money? ( for all Advantages ave- 


arereduceable to Money, either gain'd or faved) will that be more then the 
Bounty-Money late ofter'd 2 Why then ſhould ir expe a better effect > But, 
granting that they will come in upon it ; the Traders will have ſo many the 
tewer, and they who ſtand out, the greater Advantage ſrom them : Whar 
hold is there then on theſe Regiſtr'd Men, but that they ſhould run into their 
ſervice? It it be anſwer'd, that they are Liſted into the King's ſervice, and 
ſhall be accounted Deſerters, and liable to be proſecuted as ſuch ; the volun- 
tary Regiſter proves nothing but a new way of Liſting ; and thoſe in it under 
a much ſeverer obligation, than is here offer'd ; and all the circumſtances will 
appear to be the ſame as before, that the greateſt Advantages will accrue to 
them that ſtand out, and the hardſhips lie on thoſe that do their duty. 

From the foregoing Conſiderations, I inferr the neceſſity of a Diſcipline, 
with the Encouragements : By which I underſtand, a ſteady courſe of ob- 
liging all Equally to do their Dury, by giving the Encouragements to thoſe 
only who aQtually do it ; and thar they may have the firſt Advantages, who 
havealready thai way deſerved them. 

I ſhalknow ſhow how that may be done , under the Propofitzons above 
inſerted. The firſt ſtep into the Regiſter intitles them to Penſions, if hurt 
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in the whole courſe of their Service: They have Bounty-moncy % ben they 
come into the King's Ships: They have their, Pay when turn'd vver; which 
is a redreſs of one of their greateſt Grievances : Ard having lerved, ſuc 
time as their Numbers found will allow for their being relieved, will have 
all the Advantage to be made in Merchants Service ; which (tho probably 
the price of Wages per Month may fall) will Le to chem greater Earrings 
than at preſent ; ſor that they may with gocd aſſurance and ſecurity em- 
ploy their whole time, without the lofs of any by hiding in Tunes 6 
Preſs. 

The manner and time of relieving, and giving out Licenſes, may properly 
be at the time the great Ships are laid up ; rhe Regiſter, or Survey, having 
been taken the ſorc-part of the Year : The Licenſes for the whole following 
Year, to be given to a proportion of cach Ship's Company ; the remainder, 
ſome to be kept for the relief of luch as are tobe licensd out of the Cruiſing 
Frigats, when they come next into Port, and the reſt to be diſmiſs'd with 
Furloes, till their attendance ſhall be required the next Spring. 

The ſuffering none but licens'd Men for the Merchants, will be no hin- 
drance to Trade ; they can now have no more than the King's Service can 
ſpare; and by this way they will have as many ; and having them at all 
times without interruption (whereas they now hide, and Iye ſtill out of all 
| Service half their time) it will be equal ro double their number ; beſide the 

additional Proviſion of permitting Land-men for. their Service; and bei 
ſecure from having their Men taken from them 1n the middle of a Voyage, 
or when their Buſineſs moſt wants them. Nor- need the Traders be at a ſtand 
one day ; for the Men, now protected in their Service, may be allow'd the 
Licenſes till the King's Ships come in, and then it directs others to be aſligned 
them. 4 | | 

What is offer'd for the bringing Land-men into the Sea-ſervice, is (rom 
this ground; that a War neceſſarily puts a great ſtop on ſome Handy-craft 
Trades and ManufaQturers, who can turn themſelves to no_new thing which 
will briog them in better Earnings than the Merchants Service, which is an 
Employment that has ſomething in it of Tradealſo ; who, when they ſhall 
ſee that they may have a certainty of time, will, probably, good numbers of 
them take to it, who will not vcnture in under the apprehenſion of being 
prcfs'd the next day. | 
"The want of Sea-men will be every day greater, by the courſe of natural 
Mortality, which takes away a conflant proportion ; by the loſſes at Sea in 
Storms and Hurricanes ; by Fights and Impriſonments ; by the want of the 
uſual Supply from Trading Veſſels ; and by the greateſt of all, as to the King's 
Service, the improvements made in the Arts of evading the preſent ways of 
bringing them into the Service. 

All w hich enforce the neceſſity of a ſpeedy and effeual remedy ; leſt the 
Cure come too late ; or an imperfect one being offer'd at, prove rhe ſame in 
6fte@t as none at all; and give ſome Men an Apprehenſion that any future 
Attempt will be fruitleſs and in vain. | 
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